SUMMARY We report a kindred in which three children suffer from partial trisomy lq and partial monosomy 3p, transmitted by a balanced translocation which is maternal in one family and paternal in the other. The clinical features of the three children are similar and include severe mental handicap and severe scoliosis in the older two.
Case reports
The family pedigree is shown in fig 
Discussion
The family is reported since they appear to be chromosomally unique, and the development of scoliosis in the two sibs is striking. There are two known cases with a similar chromosome abnormality, but with different though neighbouring breakpoints. In one,l the unbalanced translocation appears to have arisen de novo, whereas in the other2 the mother carried the reciprocal translocation.
The case described by Yunis et all shows little in common with our cases but was reported during infancy. The case of Schinzel2 was reported as an adult and showed severe mental handicap and a mild kyphoscoliosis, but otherwise had few similarities with our cases. He had striking hypertrichosis which is not a feature of the children described here. These three children appear to be the only ones described with their particular chromosome abnormality. The family have previously contributed to a study localising the gene for peptidase C to the distal end of lq. 
